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tied in what is now Monroe County. He was the founder
of the first eight Baptist churches in Illinois, all of which
were pledged to oppose the doctrine and practice of
slavery. Governor William H. Harrison having for-
warded petitions to Congress to allow slavery in the
Northwest Territory, Jefferson wrote to Lemen to go, or
send an agent, to Indiana, to get petitions signed in oppo-
sition to Harrison. Lemen did so. A letter of Lemen,
dated Harper's Ferry, December 11, 1782, says that
Jefferson then had the purpose to dedicate the North-
west Territory to freedom.1

In 1787, Congress passed an ordinance for the govern-
ment of the territory northwest of the river Ohio which
had been ceded to the United States by Virginia. The
sixth article of this ordinance prohibited slavery in said
territory. Inasmuch as the rights of persons and property
had been guaranteed by treaties when this region had
passed from France to Great Britain and later to the
United States, this article was generally construed as
meaning that no more slaves should be introduced, and
that all children born after the passage of the ordinance
should be free, but that slaves held there prior to 1787
should continue in bondage.

Immigration was mainly from the Southern States.
Some of the immigrants brought slaves with them, and
the territorial legislature passed an act in 1812 authoriz-
ing the relation of master and slave under other names.
It declared that it should be lawful for owners of negroes
above fifteen years of age to take them before the clerk of
the court of common pleas, and if a negro should agree to
serve for a specified term of years, the clerk should record
him or her as an "indentured servant." If the negro was

1 These facts are detailed in a paper contributed to the Illinois State Histori-
cal Society in 1908 by Joseph B. Lemen, of O'Faflon, Illinois,
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Iot mean/ said I, * that in every purchase of real
